[Primary prevention of rheumatic fever. Occurrence of beta hemolytic Streptococcus of the A group in 11,314 students in Magdalena Contreras].
A study was made in 11,314 school-age children to determine the prevalence of streptococcus pyogenes group A. The children studied belonged to a low socioeconomic group of one of the political boroughs of the Federal District. The prevalence found was 6.86%. There were no differences in the percentage of carriage according to the school surveyed or the school grade studied. However, marked differences were found when the presence of arthralgias was related to the carriage of streptococcus. Children complaining of artharlgias showed twice as much streptococcus in their pharynx than the ones not carrying it.